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It has been a pleasure today to be part of these 15th anniversary celebrations. I wish to thank all who organised this
gathering today because recognising these milestones is so important even though it has had to be from a distance.
Thankfully technology has allowed us to come together to mark this moment in our history and I pray that things will get
back to normal for both our countries in the very near future.

Cairns has had very solid ties with Japan for many decades, particularly through its tourism links and direct flights.

We are excited at the prospect of seeing Japanese visitors on our shores again and for us to be able to travel to your
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Mayor of Oyama City Asano Masatomi

Thank you very much for attending the 15th

anniversary of the Sister-City Agreement between
Oyama City and Cairns City. Also, I would like to thank everyone who has worked hard to realize today’s ceremony.

Since the Sister-City Agreement between the cities concluded in 2006, we have interacted with Cairns city in the
educational, economic, and cultural fields, including delegating our city’s junior high school students to your city.

Unfortunately, however, it has become very difficult for us to go abroad due to the new coronavirus pandemic.
Consequently, we had to cancel the junior high school students’ delegation for two years in a row. Considering such
situations, I think that we have to adopt new ways of communication such as online interaction from now on.

On July 1, I talked with Mayor Manning for the first time online, and we actively exchanged ideas and opinions.
This online meeting made me convinced that we would be able to carry out various interactions based on the strong
ties between the two cities even in the situations where visiting each other actually is difficult.

I hope that today’s ceremony will inspire all of us to actively interact with each other in order to develop much
deeper relationship between the two cities.

Lastly, I wish good health and happiness to everyone participating in this ceremony, and prosperity of Cairns City

and Oyama City.
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Mayor of Cairns Bob Manning

Thank you for those words Mayor Masatomi and to everyone from Oyama for organising this special gathering today to
mark our 15th anniversary as Sister Cities. In a complex world, it is important to recognise the benefits of simple actions that can engender
lasting and meaningful goodwill between countries, and the Sister Cities program provides a platform for just that.

Since establishing our Sister City relationship in 2006, we have had many beneficial interactions but probably the most important are the
student exchanges which have allowed young people from Cairns and Oyama to experience life in another country. These students get the
opportunity to learn more about what's important to different people in different parts of the world and from that, we all gain a greater
understanding and appreciation of each other. The result is better goodwill, an open exchange of information, and more fruitful collaborations.

As part of this special event today, we will hear from one of those students who travelled to Oyama at the age of 14 as part of an Australia-
Japan Society scholarship program. That experience inspired her so much, she pursued Japanese studies and is now working and living in Japan.
Her story is testament to the lasting effects such experiences can have on young people as it encourages them to take their place in the world.

We have all suffered the tyranny of distance during the past 18 months or so as the world has grappled with the COVID-19 pandemic, but
thankfully technology has allowed us to have some connection during these difficult times.

No doubt we will find more ways to utilise technology to keep our bond strong with Oyama and open up opportunities for our youth to connect
with each other.

We look forward to many more years as a Sister City of Oyama which presents us both with opportunities to strengthen the ties between our
communities and our economies.

From our city of Cairns, we wish everyone in Oyama good health and prosperity in the coming years and we hope to see each other in person

soon.
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Thank you for inviting me to the 15th anniversary of the

Sister-City Agreement between Cairns City and Oyama City.

I am Yoichi Fukuda, Chairperson of the Oyama City Council. I am honored to make a speech of celebration on behalf
of the City Council members.

First, I would like to congratulate Cairns City and Oyama City on the 15th anniversary of the Sister-City Agreement
which was concluded in 2006.

To my knowledge, since 2002, when the first delegation from Oyama City visited Cairns City, 29 groups or 643
people from Oyama City, and 47 groups or 234 people from Cairns City have visited each other city. All of those
people have greatly contributed to both cities’ interaction in the fields of education, economy and culture.

For myself, I visited Cairns City in 2013 as a member of the delegation team organized to make the best use of the
Watarase Retarding Basin, one of the wetlands registered under the Ramsar Convention. I still clearly remember
visiting your city.

Now that going abroad is very difficult due to the new coronavirus pandemic, the conventional interaction between
the cities has become hard to realize.

In such situation, I believe that today’s ceremony is a good opportunity for both the cities to confirm and further
develop the sister-city relationship.

Finally, I hope the relationship between the two cities will last long and become much deeper.
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Sim Hayward - Cairns Sister Cities Ambassador

As the Sister Cities Ambassador for Cairns, I am honoured to be part of today’s 15th anniversary celebrations. For 35 years, I have been
involved in the Cairns Sister Cities program and have witnessed the importance of such relationships.

The objective for the formalisation of the International Sister Cities program in 1956 was to provide a forum for cultural, economic and
educational interchange between communities and to encourage friendship, co-operation and understanding to improve peaceful co-existence
worldwide. Sister Cities Australia was established in 1982.

Today Australian cities and towns have over 500 sister city affiliations throughout the world. These bonds can generate economic and cultural
benefits for the cities involved. However, Youth engagement through schools and other Cultural exchange programs should be a priority for all
sister cities relationships. International understanding and Friendship developed through the Sister Cities programs will assist in building a more
peaceful future for the generations to come. Oyama has been a sister City of Cairns since May 2006 and during that time, we have shared
numerous visits to each other’s cities, and Cairns has had the pleasure of hosting school students from Oyama on 16 occasions. Personally, I have
visited Oyama City on 3 seperate occasions in 2006, 2014 and again in 2016, gaining a much better understanding of your city, its citizens and
the importance of retaining the history, Japanese culture, arts and crafts that gives your city its uniqueness.

At the moment, these visits have become a victim of the global pandemic but I am sure that once international borders re-open, we will again
have the pleasure of hosting students, friends and travellers both here in Cairns and in Oyama.

I might also take this opportunity to recognise the efforts of the Australia Japan Society in Cairns, whose president Jeff Haynes is with us here
today. The Society has been very active in organising and managing students exchanges and scholarships over many years, all of which has
contributed to a stronger relationship between our two communities.

I relish my role as Sister Cities Ambassador because I have the opportunity to help strengthen the ties between us and I look forward to
continuing in this role. Congratulations to Cairns and Oyama on this 15-year milestone and may our cities stay strong and connected for decades
to come.
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Good morning, everyone. I am Tetsuya Nishibori of Nishibori Shuzo Co. Ltd., a Japanese sake brewery and distiller.

I visited Cairns City 16 years ago as a member of the city’s delegation team to Cairns City. I still remember clearly various events and scenery [
experienced during my stay in Australia, such as the commemorative tree-planting ceremony, my first homestay and wonderful nature in the
Great Barrier Reef. It took me only few days to become fascinated with vegemite, which I had trouble eating at first. I can also recall the unique
smell of koalas which I touched for the first time. Those were very great experience for me to meet different culture. Though I was still a junior
high school student then, I fostered a desire to do something on the world stage in the future.

My family business is a Japanese sake brewery and distiller established in 1872. We produce Japanese sake, shochu (Japanese distilled
spirits), liqueurs, and spirits. Let me show you some statistical data.

The export of Japanese sake amounted to 24.1 billion yen in 2020, which is the latest available data as of today. The export has been growing
for 11 consecutive years. Now Japanese sake is attracting consumers internationally.

In 2018, the next year after my involvement in the family business, we started working seriously on exporting Japanese sake. Now we export
our products to 8 countries including Australia.

While negotiating with foreign business partners, I noticed what is important for our business. It is that “we should respect each country’s and
region’s history, culture and customs.”

Though Japanese sake looks all the same, tastes differ greatly from country to country. In some countries consumers like fresh sake, while in
other countries rich taste sake is favored. Those who argue that all the sake drinkers should follow the Japanese standards are imposing their
“LOCAL” value on others as “UNIVERSAL” value. When it comes to the respect for diversity, this is not a right argument.

It was my stay in Cairns City that taught me that there are various ways of thinking and values in the world. I owe much what I am today to
this experience.

I will keep on making Japanese sake, and through this business, I would like to learn different cultures in the world, and introduce Japanese
culture to the world.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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Hello, my name is Nicole Klassmann and I’m a former AJS scholarship recipient.

I visited Oyama in 2007 when [ was 14 years old. It was my very first time in Japan and I was so excited.

For four weeks I went to school and got to experience everyday life in Japan firsthand. It was truly a dream come true
for me.

From my host family to my classmates, everyone I met in Oyama was so kind and welcoming.

It truly made my experience that much better.

Words cannot describe how grateful I am to everyone involved in the program, both in Oyama and Cairns, for giving
me the exchange experience of my dreams.

After my experience in Oyama, I continued my Japanese studies through high school and university, and even went on
an exchange visit for the second time when [ was 16.

I participated in the JET program after graduating university, working as a Coordinator for international relations in
FUKUI prefecture.

Now I’m living and working in Tokyo, working for a digital agency which makes tourism websites for places all over
Japan.

While I have been unable to return to Oyama, it was my experience there that really solidified my dream to return to
Japan to live and work.

So thank you again for your kindness and hospitality — I’ve never forgotten it.

And finally, congratulations on 15 years of sister city partnership. I wish for many more years of successful
exchange between Oyama and Cairns.

Thank you for listening.
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Mayor of Minami town Kageji Nobuyoshi
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My name is Nobuyoshi Kageji and I am the mayor of Minami Town, Tokushima Prefecture.

Today, [ would like to extend congratulations to Oyama City and Cairns City for their 15th anniversary of established
sister city relations.

Since the establishment of their sister city relationship in May 2006, I believe both cities have built a good connection
between each other through various allied programs and exchanges. Oyama City has sent junior high school students
and citizens' group delegates to Cairns, and Cairns City has sent Cairns State High School students to Oyama City for
school trips.

I would like to express my feelings of deep respect firstly to the mayors as well as the council members, the citizens
and parties involved for continuing to nurture this strong bond through continued understanding and cooperation
between your two cities a continued effort over the span of 15 years.

My town of Minami is continuing to maintain our fruitful sister city relationship with Cairns a bond with a half
century in length.

In our increasingly globalized world, I think it is significantly meaningful for the children of our towns to connect with
Cairns City through these sister city programs. I also believe that these programs and the developed bonds will
contribute to nurturing future generations of people that will develop sustainable towns.

I feel that these strides will positively contribute to our future, and we look forward to your continued mutual
cooperation.

In conclusion, I wish Oyama City, Cairns City and those gathered here today increasingly good health and success in
your continued development and ventures.

Heart-felt congratulations to you all.
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