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Happy New Year Everyone!

In Australia most people usually celebrate the New Year by attending New Year parties,
counting down to 12 am January 1st and watching fireworks. It’s summer in Australia
during the New Year with temperatures between 30- 40 degrees depending on the area.
So it’s really easy for Australians to have New Year celebrations outdoors.

The most well-known Australian New Year’s celebration is the one that takes place in
Sydney over Darling Harbour and includes the Sydney Opera House and Bridge. This
event is televised nationally within Australia on ABC (Australian Broadcasting
Corporation) every December 31st until 12 am January 1st.

There is a time difference of about 3 hours between my hometown Perth and Sydney.
Due to this time difference it is possible for me to see both the fireworks in Sydney on
TV and the fireworks put on in my hometown on the same night! After seeing the
fireworks my family and | often return home and light up some sparklers to put on our
own firework like show until 1 am. It’s a lot of fun!

On January 1st, New Year’s Day it is common to have a BBQ to grill sausages, steaks
and lamb along with seafood like prawns and octopus, salads and cool drinks. Many
people will also go to the beach, pool or closest cool water they can find in order to
spend as much time as possible in the water to try an escapes the Australian summer
heat.

Australian and Japanese New Year celebrations are very different but there are some
similarities. Most people in Australia use the New Year period to return to their
hometowns and meet up with friends and family that they haven’t seen in a while just
like some Japanese people do during the New Year.

Also in Australia it’s really common for most places to have reduced hours or be closed
completely from Januarylst until January 3rd as it is in Japan. This also mean that like
Japan a lot of people return to work and business return to regular hours on the 4th of
January.

Finally some religious institutions such as churches hold services on December 31st,
January 1st or both, a bit like hatsumode in Japan.

Do you know what hatsumode means in English?

First shrine visit of the year = %58 (—F CTHRMICHLEZIHIND Z EDRK)



