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Located in the southern hemisphere, Australia cycles through its seasons in opposite
order to Japan. Christmas time is ‘sunny’ rather than ‘snowy’ as it is during the middle
of summer. Compared to Japan, the low humidity but higher UV ray strength makes it
a summer easy to spend outdoors; creating the easy, laid-back image of Australia. A
surfing Santa Claus donning shorts, T-shirt and sunglasses seems more natural to me!
As it often soars above 40 degrees, Christmas is usually spent making snowmen out of
sand and swimming in the sea instead of illumination scenery. What about winter?
Because | went to elementary school in America, snow is not strange to me but most
of my friends have never even seen it before. Being unable to experience the frost in
Australia, | know of many Aussies who travel to nearby Japan for a ‘powder snow’ ski-
trip in winter.
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As the seasons change over, so does the time difference. Japan is usually one hour
behind Australia, however this doubles during day-light savings, when we gain one
extra hour of sunlight, at the end of year. The natural disasters in both countries are
also quite dissimilar. Earthquakes, which are almost a daily occurrence in Japan are
extremely rare in most parts of Australia, particularly Melbourne. Australia experiences
lower levels of rainfall to the extent that droughts, as most of the nation is covered in
dry desert, are a common phenomenon. | became more attune to these contrasts in
climate after relishing a year of Japanese weather changes.

In fact in general, experiencing each of Japan’s worldwide famous four seasons; cherry-
blossom viewing, autumn leaves, snow art and so on is a major impetus for tourism.
Unfortunately | personally haven’t been able to savour these up-close due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, but hope that both safety and scenic travel becomes a near reality.



