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Hey everyone,

Last month was Halloween specifically the day October 31%. Did you know that
Halloween is short for All Hallows™ Eve? Halloween was originally the time of the year
dedicated to remembering the dead. This is because November 1% is All Saints" Day or
All Hallows Day. In English saint and hallow are synonyms. All Saints’ Day is a
celebration of all the saints. Therefore for many years October 31t was seen as a time
to spend awake rather than asleep in order to observe the passage of such a sacred
time. As time went by many people stated to incorporate traditions from the Celtic
festival of Samhain into their observances. Samhain was celebrated around the same
time as All Hallows™ Eve and the Celts believed that it was the time that the boundary
between the worlds of the living and the dead became blurred. The Celts would
exchange food and drink with each other and wear costumes in order to keep
themselves safe from spirits that could cross over. Nowadays, Halloween in Australia is
a bit like Halloween in Japan. There are Halloween parties and restaurants and cafes
put out special food and drink. However, the parties are usually only for adults and
trick- or treating is not a very popular activity for families with maybe only 1 or 2
families on each block going out. Also because Australia is in the south and not the
north Halloween is usually warm not cold with a lot of daylight so the atmosphere is
different too.

How do you enjoy Halloween?



