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Oyama is a sustainable countryside city

where people, communities, and nature thrive in harmony

and every resident plays an active role.
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Oyama City celebrated the 7oth anniversary
of its establishment on March 31, 2024. As we
reach the milestone of our 7oth anniversary, we
honor the achievements of our predecessors who
worked so hard to build our history and traditions
and contribute to the city’s development. This
anniversary also provides an opportunity for
residents to rediscover the charms of Oyama.

To celebrate the city’s 7oth anniversary, we have
created this commemorative publication that
highlights Oyama’s many charms, as expressed in
the phrase, “Countless little things to be proud of.”
We hope that this publication will inspire many
people to love Oyama and continue to or consider
living here.
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City Council
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The Oyama City Council reflects the opinions and

requests of the city residents while deliberating and
making decisions on various matters, including the
_ . city’s budget and ordinances that impact residents’ lives.
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BRE ﬁ III& {i z‘ B & J #i "~ People are welcome to sit in on City Council meetings.
Chair Viea Clhair They are also broadcast on cable TV and online, and the

Simazald Vel Colbeyesht e nae proceedings are shared through the council newsletter.

Pl AR
OYAMA CROSS (#¥= Zo=) HH 70 A ERL PRI E \*jjﬁ’i""”"’/
TELES
BASHLHEEBE L ESHINGHBHEE, 2L THRRE EALHIZREOTORRHOBH.
LHAREL, ESESLEELLTVWEIX—YERLTLE TROXKBEZEIAA mo7n
T, NUFBEL TRERD. SHERBHPESR - XbEbREL E-varBEEFRLILT

GHL. KDBIOREANECHOREOEREBNLET,

TH70BERLS o2

mH70BEORMETOMDET
NAICPRT Z7:0pnd~—7%
B L £ L7




N OYAMA X

SEERDIPRETD

/)
’ Slo B

MRFHORERR, EAROBIICMABEBISNUT, &
HORADMICZARRSHNLEHND. OAV/MIHEE - &
FELI-SLY—IVERNERTHS [ERBEBKME] 2EC0
LT2EDLEARL, BESCOELW - IELWEEZHL.
BE -IX -BEORMOENIELELTRELTVETY,
Oyama City is located in the southern part of Tochigi Prefecture,
nearly in the center of the Kanto Plain. The urban area is
surrounded by sprawling rural landscapes. The city boasts rich
natural surroundings and numerous historical and cultural

heritage sites, thriving as a community with a harmonious

blend of agriculture, industry, and commerce.
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People connecting OYAMA'’s charms to the future
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The Watarase Yusuichi retarding basin was completed during the Taisho period (1912-
1926) for the purpose of flood control. It has become a biodiversity haven with around 1000
kinds of plants, 1700 kinds of insects, and 260 kinds of wild birds. The Oyama City Watarase
Yusuichi Ecotourism Guide Association is actively working to preserve this valuable natural

environment for future generations. The association guides local elementary school students

and other visitors, explaining the role and rare natural elements of the basin. Climate change
has become a major challenge in recent years for the ecology of the Watarase Yusuichi.
Association representative Yuichi Monma shares, “We hope that children can learn about the TADNFERLEFENDTA FOED. A XV k
environment through this familiar retarding basin.” [A2fTD ] HBELIKICEZFEEZToTCWVWET,
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The Senior High School Students Town Planning Project gathers students from Oyama
to deepen their understanding of the city while challenging them to make various plans
to convey the charms of the city and its environs. This project, which began in 2021, aims
to foster a love for Oyama that could lead to young people choosing to settle in the area
or eventually returning after moving away. Each year, the students come up with unique
plans based on flexible ideas. Last year’s projects including operating a small candy shop
during the pre-event the night before the Oyama fireworks show. This fiscal year, the
number of participants has grown significantly, bringing more diverse perspectives and
accelerating the momentum of activities.
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The NPO “Ekou” currently runs three children’s cafeterias in
Oyama, serving inexpensive meals to elementary and junior
high school students. The cafeterias are operated twice a month
in each location, serving an average of 9o meals per time.

Actively sharing their activities on social media, the organization

receives donations from the local community for many food RSIVFATRI v 7HbHEITOREIVE
REERTMEFEDIL, [SHOAZ2—
BHAIED S, RS ORETEBALE. 2AK
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supplies. Board Chairman Remi Nakayama shares, “Our theme
is ‘From eating alone to eating together.” Our goal is to establish

children’s cafeterias in every school district in the city.”
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The Junior Chamber International Oyama, composed of

members aged 20 to 40, organizes and carries out various

projects aimed at creating a “bright and prosperous society.”
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The chamber’s many projects, created through discussions,
have garnered high praise from city residents. Representative

Takashi Isoyama says, “We hope to make a positive impact and EBRER £T -7, MOOhHMD P

spark interest in city planning among residents through our W xR E, SEIELEBRANY bbEE

activities, ensuring that Oyama remains a wonderful city for SN, I SADEBETIZEDLVE LT, &,2‘(*’
future generations.” WEE - %\L\%‘ﬁ
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The Oyama International Exchange Association promotes

multicultural harmony through activities such as local Japanese

language classes, translation and interpretation support, and

multicultural experience events. Representative Mutsuko Mochida
2YSvHHBOEMEB W [HRORE
HE] Tl 2BOHL—LEIFE, T+
TED ICHhE, SESELEEOSMELESL
LD AR RDFD EHBOBVL S EiEEE
LAanolRICBRuEREE LT,

says, “More than 8,000 foreign residents live in Oyama, and the

number is growing each year. We hope that through enjoyable
experiences, both Japanese and foreign residents can better
understand each other, so that everyone can live happily as a resident

of Oyama.”
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The Association for Protecting the Future of Oyama’s Children aims
to introduce organic school lunches at local elementary and junior
high schools and eliminate the use of herbicides on city-owned land.
In addition to study sessions and lectures featuring city officials

AABTASZAERR O ILME— KL EHEM

and experts, the association also sells organic food ingredients and

hosts workshops on food education at the “Oyama Kids Market.” '}f Wz /- [E13@A—H=y 7ERE| O
Representative Yoko Kawamura comments, “We hope more residents i T~ [BAREAF - B TEDH
become aware of our activities and join in.”. ‘ ,f BoLC ). HRADEES - HBEA
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My favorite OYAMA scenery
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The 2023 Oyama Photo Contest was held with the
theme “City Scenery We Want to Preserve for the
Next 30 Years, Leading to the City’s 10oth Anniversary.”
Here are the winning photographs, selected by

popular vote from many submissions.
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Looking ahead to the year 2054, when Oyama will celebrate the 100th
anniversary of its establishment, we are forming our future vision of
how we want the city to be and the actions we should take, with the key
phrase of “countryside city.” We are progressing toward that vision step
by step while researching, learning together, and engaging in dialogue
with residents. Oyama today has diverse charms, including areas with
tranquil rural landscapes, areas advancing in urban development, and
areas with lush greenery like lowland forests.
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OYAMA's population and finances
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